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Bad Teacher Sets a Bad Example

I recently witnessed a commercial for the movie the Bad Teacher. In that commercial Cameron
Diaz instructs two students to hold the arms of another so she can nail him with a playground
ball. As a parent of children who were bullied and as someone who was bullied viciously in
school, I am appalled. How can the studio make light of such a horrible act?

In Bridgewater Massachusetts, two boys were caught on video holding another boy while a
fourth beat him. The savageness of dodge ball has been used on virtually every victim of
bullying throughout America. These things are neither funny nor clever plot devices. These are
horrifying realities for many people. The film Bad Teacher spits in the eye of every bullied
person.

I would like to think that a multi-billion dollar studio such as Sony would exercise better social
responsibility. To glamorize this act enforces the mentality that fosters bullies and perpetuates
the violence. Shame on Sony and star Cameron Diaz.

I witnessed one very offensive scene being advertised. I refuse to see this movie on the
assumption that other scenes will also portray glamorized depictions of violence or glorify
demeaning behavior and bullying. I am calling for everyone who has ever been bullied or has
children who are bullied to boycott this film.
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